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What is the State of the Coasts?

Reporting system to assess the progress and 
impacts of ICM implementation by local 
governments

Designed as operational tool of local 
governments for use in ICM program 
implementation

Integrated and comprehensive approach that 
documents and measures policy and management 
interventions in addressing environmental issues



Benefits to Local Governments

 Provides an integrated and comprehensive 
evaluation process for ICM implementation as 
basis for reviewing and improving the 
management program;  

 Documents policy, environmental, social and 
economic conditions to support policy- and 
decision-making;

 Facilitates systematic monitoring of local, 
national and international sustainable 
development targets;   

 Offers recommendations to address 
unsustainable trends and emerging problems 
thru improvements in ICM programs; and 

 Standardized monitoring process allowing 
comparison across ICM sites.



Framework for Sustainable Development of Coastal Areas



1st Cycle 1994-1999 in 
Partnership with 

PEMSEA

2nd Cycle 2000-2005 in 
Partnership with WWF-

Philippines

3rd Cycle      2005 –
ongoing in 

Partnership with 
PEMSEA, WWF 

and CI

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 
2005-2020

PROVINCE OF BATANGAS

Provincial Government of Batangas / PG-Environment and Natural Resources Office (PG-ENRO) 
GEF/UNDP/IMO Regional Programme on Building Partnership in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA)



Indicators – simple, meaningful and measurable; easy 
applicability in the region but complements those of WSSD, 
MDG, Agenda 21, SDS-SEA and other relevant regional and 
international instruments

Indicators – simple, meaningful and measurable; easy 
applicability in the region but complements those of WSSD, 
MDG, Agenda 21, SDS-SEA and other relevant regional and 
international instruments

Development of SOC Reporting System



Process of Developing the SOC for Batangas

Establishment of SOC task 
team and action planning

• Provincial Govt.
• Municipal LGUs
• NGAs
• Academe
• NGOs, Private 
sector
• PEMSEA
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State of the Coasts of Batangas Province

Objective: To assess the progress and impacts of ICM 
implementation in the Province

Collaborative efforts:
1) Government agencies 

(National, Provincial, 
Municipal)

2) Nongovernment 
organizations

3) Civil society
4) Private sector
5) Academe



Trends analysis (1990-2007)
1990
 social, economic and environmental status of 
area prior to initiation of ICM program

MDG targets set

Summary of trends

Improving condition

Deteriorating condition

Baseline condition or data not conclusive

No data---





Key Recommendations: Governance
Policy, strategies and plans
Action programs of the SEMP integrated into municipal development plans

Institutional arrangements
Approval of the three-tiered Batangas Environmental Protection Council

Legislation
Strengthen enforcement 
Systematic monitoring of violation cases
Institutionalization of coastal volunteers 

Information and public awareness
Strengthen and maximize partnership opportunities

Capacity development
Encourage municipalities to create environmental offices and facilitate training 
of environmental officers
Establish an ICM learning network

Sustainable financing
Explore and optimize innovative sustainable financing methods  



Actions  Undertaken Actions  Undertaken 



Sustainable Development Aspects
Natural and man-made hazard prevention and management
Integrate man-made hazards into Provincial Disaster Contingency Plan
Consider the issue of climate change, its possible impacts and mitigation 
measures  

Habitat protection, restoration and management
Establish province-wide coastal use zoning scheme

Water use and supply management
Watershed reforestation and urban greening  
Water use rationalization through regulation and market-based  instruments
Adequate water treatment and supply services 

Food security and livelihood management
Improvement in fisheries data collection and management
Enact unified fishery legislation

Pollution and waste management
Enact/and or strict enforcement of ordinances for agricultural wastes
Innovative and cost-effective approaches in waste management



Actions taken 



Monitoring and reporting instrument for local governments. 
Facilitates multisectoral participation, interaction and 
awareness building in coastal and marine governance;  

Provides information on changing social, economic and 
environmental conditions, and outlines potential impacts and 
implications of such changes;

Spells out perspectives of community on benefits and 
challenges in sustainable coastal development, and 
effectiveness of local government’s ICM program in deriving 
benefits; and  

 Offers recommendations for consideration to address 
unsustainable trends and emerging problems thru 
improvements in ICM programs

Benefits to Local Governments



Updating of SOC of BATANGAS 
PROVINCE (CY 2009-2013)

• Meeting with PEMSEA (February 11, 2014)



 SOC is developed and owned by the local government
 Collaboration among different sectors is key in developing 

and implementing the SOC
 SOC serves as platform for information sharing among 

different sectors
 SOC consolidates information among different sectors for 

comprehensive assessment of the area
 SOC is not a one-time process but needs to be regularly

updated for adaptive management

Take Home Messages



Thank You 
and

Mabuhay  


