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TMP – BACKGROUND

Location: Kudat, Pitas and Marudu districts 
in Sabah, Malaysia within the Coral 
Triangle 

Area: About 1 million hectares; more than 
50 islands and islets

Population: 80,000 coastal and island 
dwellers – livelihoods rely heavily on 
this area (poverty and above average 
population growth rates)

Conservation Status:
2001 – Identified as a Priority Conservation 

Area in the Sulu-Sulawesi Marine 
Ecoregion; ranked Globally Significant

2003 – Proposed by the Sabah State 
Government for listing as Tun Mustapha 
Park

2010 – Sabah Parks and Sabah Biodiversity 
Centre shared at CBD COP10 intention to 
gazette TMP by 2015
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The Sulu Sulawesi 
Marine Ecoregion: 
The Apex of the 
Coral Triangle

Globally outstanding
Regionally outstanding
Subregionally outstanding
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TMP BIODIVERSITY VALUES

 Hard corals: 252 species
 Fish: 350 species
 Endangered Green sea turtles, Dugongs
 Primary rainforests, coral reefs, mangroves, and seagrass beds 
 The largest marine protected area (MPA) in Malaysia, 
measuring about 1 million hectares. SIZE DOES MATTER!
 Second largest coral reef concentration in Malaysia, after 
Semporna

WWF-Malaysia/Robecca Jumin WWF-Malaysia/Sikula MagupinWWF-Malaysia/Eric Madeja



4

TMP ECONOMIC VALUES – Valuation Study done in 2011
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The Total Economic Values for three scenarios: 
TMP with no proposed extractive projects - RM 1.47 billion

TMP  with proposed extractive projects - RM 1.56 billion

TMP with no proposed extractive projects 
but with ecotourism -

RM1.81 billion



BENEFITS OF GAZETTING TMP

 Food security – commercial fisheries 
managed, local community use and no-
take zones established
 Socio-economic future of communities 
sustained and improved
 Ecotourism development potential
 Regulated coastal development

Creates a legal platform for a concerted and collaborative 
effort to sustain and improve livelihoods, conserve 
biodiversity, manage resource use and extraction via a 
multiple-use park approach. Model for managing future 
marine protected areas in Malaysia.
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Roadmap to Gazettement of TMP



Launching of Semporna Marine Spatial Planning
3rd June 2015



• http://kinabalutoday.com/index.
php/component/content/article/
18-latest-news/8396-marine-
spatial-planning-launched-to-
further-protect-semporna-pca





Tourism, Extractive activities or MPA 

• Projection of valuation economy  (case tourism and mining) in TMP. 

• For mining, the resources is still there for future extraction, but no policy 
to control it.

• Find the economic viable if they going to pursue mining to the park. 

• In the case of Marine Spatial Planning they can use compatibility matrix 
between Extractive mining and tourism as example



GAP & Challenges

• VE study is based on figures, Marxan is use 
information in spatial form in any area (need to 
assign value). So the area needs to be divided by 
planning unit, and each unit has to be assigning a 
value for a particular each area.

• Subjectivity from Decision makers is the main 
factor to identify the gap between economy 
potential resources and marine spatial planning.

• Translate to the spatial data,  Identify what is the 
cost of ecotourism etc. VE is very much on 
figures. 



RECOMMENDATIONS

• To the government, what really cost to the government is matter.
Government Issue is whether they want this integration?  District plan is 
under local government.

• Community Development need to consider, as human and how they react 
with certain development and benefit is not being considered yet. 

• They way how decision makers see island potential development need to 
be transparent from beginning. 

• Related institution should think out of the box and see their main business 
integrated with others, exp Environment Department with ICM not only 
water pollution in the coastal areas, etc. 



Next Actions Needed

• How to use VE data and to get the maximum impact for 
decision making. Think of using this for a Propose Marine 
Park and marine Spatial Planning areas. 

• Bring people together to discuss the issue, invite best 
people, best innovative approach that we need to address. 

• Integration of zoning and economic, take data and 
integrate at the different time scale, time frame. 

• Find the best momentum to bring the issue in the plate.
• Conduct more micro study related with VE and WTP (for 

Tourism) and make it applicable for zoning in the Propose 
Marine Park & MSP areas.. 



Dialogue between CTI-Com and Development Partners
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