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Over the years, like many countries in Southeast Asia, there has been a steady 
decline in both area coverage and quality of Thailand’s coastal and marine 
resources.  In the past, one of the major causes for the drastic reduction in 
mangroves has been the market opportunities from shrimp farming; other 
pressures now include the expansion of urbanization, coastal development and 
problems of coastal erosion. One of the major threats to the ecosystems and 
aquatic species has been the declining water quality, which result from both 
land-based and sea-based activities. Ironically, the economic sectors that rely 
on the sustainability of coastal and marine resources, namely fishery and 
tourism sectors are also the sectors that pose major threats.  
 
A first attempt to estimate the value of Thailand’s Blue Economy was the study 
done by Padermsak Jarayaphand et. al (2007).  This was estimated to be 
USD212,652 million, in 2007 prices. A later study by Nabangchang (2013) 
updated some of the values, and added the estimates for indirect use and non-
use values. This later study cautioned that the estimated values should be 
recognized only as the ‘lower bound estimates’. The use value from fisheries, 
for example, may not adequately reflect the revenues from small-scale coastal 
fisheries whereas the value of tourism in principle only reflect financial revenue 
as opposed to the use value from recreation based on the value of consumer 
surpluses.  On indirect use values, the author also pointed out that there are 
other indirect benefits from coastal ecosystems, which were not included in this 
review, and will require further in-depth studies.  
 
Management issues that underlie and perpetuate the problems mentioned 
above include the lack of adequate town planning, ineffective enforcement of 
land use plans and ineffective enforcement of command and control measures. 
Nevertheless, recent changes which allocate greater power to one of the key 
agency, namely the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources as well as 
greater recognition of the potential to use economic instruments to complement 
command and control measures may provide resource managers as well as 
resource users greater incentives for sustainable uses. 
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