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One of the services of ecological systems and the natural capital stocks 
of pelagic fisheries system contributed by the tourism activities.  Manta 
ray is one of the famous pelagic species which contributes to tourism.  
This species contribute to human welfare, both directly and indirectly, 
and therefore represent part of the ecosystem services value of the 
pelagic fisheries tourism in the Lesser Sunda Ecoregion.  Manta rays are 
found the Lesser Sunda Ecoregion, such as around Nusa Penida, Gili-
Gili, Northwestern of Lombok, Komodo National Park, Sumba, and Rote 
islands.   
 
From the perspective value of pelagic services, manta rays in the Lesser 
Sunda Ecoregion has contributed to regional income amounting to  
US$ 1-15 million per year.  While this is a result of a rapid value 
estimation and despite the uncertainties, this must be considered a 
minimum estimation.  However, manta rays are faced with challenges 
from local fishermen who are hunting them for daily production. 
Estimated benefit from this activity is only US$ 200 per tail.  A better 
approach to  sustainable and tactical management should be considered 
in collaboration with public, private and local people.  
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