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 The Northwest Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP) was established in 1994 as an integral part 
of UNEP Regional Seas Programme.  NOWPAP member states are China, Japan, Korea 
and Russia.  The decision-making body of NOWPAP is an Intergovernmental Meeting 
(IGM) held every year, rotating among four countries.  Most of NOWPAP projects are 
implemented by four Regional Activity Centers (RACs) and coordinated by the Regional 
Coordinating Unit (RCU) with two offices in Toyama (Japan) and Busan (Korea).  
 
The overall goal of NOWPAP is the sustainable development of the region.  Five 
objectives, specifying focal areas of NOWPAP activities, were agreed upon by member 
states in 1994.  Later on, in 2005, member state agreed to new activities to be initiated by 
RACs.  And in 2012, member states adopted NOWPAP Medium-term Strategy 2012-2017 
which is now being implemented by RACs and RCU. 
 
Among the achievements and lessons learned during the 20-year history of NOWPAP, 
the following could be mentioned:  

- Established intergovernmental mechanism allowing member states to address 
marine environmental issues of regional concern.  

- Established sustainable inst itut ional infrastructure to implement activit ies in the 
region: IGM + Trust Fund + RACs + RCU.  

- Established close partnership relat ions with several projects and organizat ions in 
the region: PEMSEA, PICES, IOC WESTPAC and others.  

- Enhanced UN presence in the region, serving as a regional platform for 
implement ing global projects and init iatives.  

- Raised awareness of nat ional and local authorit ies as well as general public of 
marine environmental issues of a regional concern: marine litter, harmful algal 
blooms, oil spills, input of pollutants with rivers, biodiversity conservat ion, etc.  

- Enhanced capacity of experts from member states in dealing with marine 
environmental problems.  

- Developed regional agreements (adopted by member states) and guidelines to 
address marine litter, spills of oil and hazardous chemicals, eutrophicat ion, 
harmful algal blooms, etc.  
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A Decade of Partnerships in 
Sustainable Development of the 
Seas of East Asia: Synergies 
and Achievements 
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Coastal and Ocean 
Governance in the Seas of East 
Asia: From Nation to Region 
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