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Rationale. The increased frequency and severity of coastal erosion in the East Asia Seas
region led the UNEP to identify coastal erosion as “an issue of emerging concern” for the
region. From 2012-2014 two related projects involving several strategies were
implemented in seven countries to address this issue; six countries were covered in the
first project and another joined the group under a second project.

Key Messages. The major strategies addressing coastal erosion involved the preparation
of a National Assessment Report (NAR) for each country; a process of national
consultation to assess the NAR and agree on the recommendations; the implementation
of pilot interventions in two countries; and the production and distribution of a regional
assessment report. Future proposed strategies include training workshops, use of key
demonstration sites and a coastal erosion document that can be updated regularly.

Key Conclusions. The NARs serve as a fundamental reference in coastal erosion and
coastal development and management as well as in developing new or updating existing
national plans, policies and programmes on integrated coastal management at the
national and sub-national levels. The national dialogue and consultation process
enhances national coordination and cooperation between and among concerned
national authorities and stakeholders. The identified capacity building activities and pilot
interventions in the assessment reports can be used in the development and
implementation of future regional programmes on coastal erosion management.
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