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GDP in 2014 (current prices = 354,950 USD; in 2002 
prices = 364,528 million USD
Tourism Sector value added = 4% GDP
Tourism related to coastal and marine 
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Staffing and budget 



Ways to increase funds for conservationp g

• Performance bonds & 
deposts

• Taxes & levles
• Postage stamps & vehicle 

licence plates
• Voluntary surcharges
• Corporate sponsorship

• Integrating financial & 
management plans

• Earmarking funds for 
conservation priorities

• Strengthening staff 
business capacity

• Visitor charges
• Boat registration fees
• Fines & penalties
• Retails outlet & branding
• Leases & Concessions

• Marine National Parks 
Conservation Trust 
Fund

Administering 
new sources 
of funds 

Enhancing 
Existing 
Revenues

Developing 
new financing 
mechanisms

Strengthenin
g financial 
planning
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UNDP+GEF 
Projects in 
Thailand are 
focusing on PES 
as a potential 
financing 
mechanism
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Alice Kenny: Can the “New” Ecotourism Preserve Ecosystems by Paying for Beauty?



Approximately 320,000 tourists visit Koh 
Tao each year

Koh Tao is one of world’s 
top 10 diving sites

What about coastal and marine hotspots 
outside of MPAs?
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LGU TRF Dive shops

PCD

Ferry operationsLocal businesses Local businesses
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EEPSEA 2008   DMCR 2009  

WWF 2011   DMCR 2012   

You save them… you save the ecosystems that provide their habitats 




