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Being a country surrounded by seas, Malaysia depends heavily on the sea to 
facilitate much of its trade and economic growth. For instance, about 95 percent of 
the country’s international trade is carried by seaborne transport alongside the 
national ports as key gateways to this trade. Ports and shipping are essentially 
recognised as essential contributors in facilitating Malaysia’s trade and are therefore 
crucial to its economic prosperity. The tremendous growth of ports and shipping 
activities in the country over the years underlines the value of the maritime sector to 
its economic well-being and of the seas to the lives of its people. Alongside, the seas 
also generate a host of supporting economic activities, such as port operations, 
shipbuilding and ship repair, logistics, financing, and many others that generate 
income, employment, investment and other multiplier effects to the nation’s 
economy. This study emphasises on Malaysia’s maritime sector by assessing its 
contribution to the nation’s economy and well as future investment opportunities, 
especially in the ports and shipping sector towards achieving environmental 
sustainability through green practices. This study concludes that the nation’s ports 
and shipping sector is poised towards greater benefits that could be gained through 
green development. These would however require astute planning, optimal resource allocation and good policies to address current and future challenges in the sector 
within the realm of national, regional as well as global considerations. 

SESSION 3:  
 From Vision to Reality: Aligning the Global Agenda with Local 
Benefits  

WORKSHOP 3.3:  
 Blue Economy Development: Where are we now? Where are 
we headed?   
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