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Incorporating the values of coral reef ecosystem services into marine
spatial planning offers a number of benefits, chief amongst them is
greater transparency over the consequences of decisions for all
stakeholders. Other benefits include facilitating the accounting of
natural capital and valuation of ecosystem services for local
stakeholders. There are, however, significant challenges in quantifying
ecosystem functions and services and a great difference between
estimating ‘relative value’ versus ‘absolute value’. Here, | begin by
discussing some of the natural sciences challenges for modelling reef
ecosystem services and highlight compelling directions. | then discuss
some of the additional challenges and opportunities to operationalise
ecosystem service value within a planning context.
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